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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM STEPHANIE MAIA 

  
I am writing to offer my full support for the recommendations within the Children 
(Equal Protection for Assault) (Scotland) Bill.  
  
I feel that no abuse can ever be justifiable and especially where it is directed against 
children. The concept of ‘justified’ is ill-defined and therefore open to 
misinterpretation by both parents, teachers and other adults who come into contact 
with children and who have a responsibility towards them, and even the legal 
system, such that it may allow a window by which assaults, potentially repeated 
assaults, will go un-noticed and un-addressed by those who should intervene, 
support and protect. As adults, we must model appropriate behaviour to our children 
and as far as I am aware there is no available defence of ‘justifiable assault’ in 
scenarios where one adult assaults another adult. This is because it is inappropriate 
and illegal behaviour. This viewpoint should be extended to children who are 
physically smaller and far more vulnerable. I don’t doubt that historically many of our 
generation were physically assaulted throughout our childhoods in the form of a 
‘smack’ or other similar physical punishments and that many feel that as they grew 
up unaffected, this should be the case for all, however, this is survivor bias and there 
remains a very real and significant potential for harm and life-long ill effects of 
physical abuse for some children which far outweighs the desire for a parent or carer 
to engage in ‘justifiable abuse’.  As a parent myself I understand that children’s 
behaviour can often be challenging and frustrating, parents should be provided with 
appropriate and safe discipline and coping mechanisms that they can employ in 
times of need. I thank the government for the opportunity to respond to this bill.  
  

 
 


